Sex Trafficking
occurs when (1) a minor
exchanges sex for financial

compensation (known as a 1 W’}Q?Sn‘;ﬁn
commercial sex act) or (2) an I Dane County

adult (over the age of 18) is T in red
induced through force, fraud, i ¢

or coercion to perform a
commercial sex act

L

Who iIs at Risk?

e Young people's report of sex
trading suggests potential sex
trafficking involvement or risk

Purpose of this
Study:

This is one of the first studies
to use a representative
sample of high school youth
to:

» Overrepresentation of:

e Black, Latinx, and Native
Young People of Color

« LGBTQ+ young people

* Runaway and homeless youth

¢ Associations:
Housing instability
Truancy, school mobility
Mental Health/Substance Use
Trauma
Child welfare/foster care

ack of population level data

Methods:

e High school students surveyed:
24 High Schools
17 Districts

Identify the prevalence of
youths who report sex
trading

T @ o o @

Investigate characteristics
among youth who report Sex

Trafficking experiences e Group of HS Students worked
compared to those who do with survey administrators to
not enhance data collection
e Voluntary and anonymous
participation



Data Analysis

Unweighted sample: n=16,288

Those who did not answer

dependent variable: n=2,574

Analytic sample: n= 13,714

We conducted bivariate analyses (chi-
squares) to understand differences
between those who reported sex

DEPENDENT VARIABLE (DV)

“Have you ever had

stay safe or to get
something like a place to
stay, money, gifts, alcohol
or drugs?”

trading compared to those who did

not.

B Minors (91%)

Adults (9%)

Of young people
who reported sex
trading

91%

were minors

sexual contact in order to
Results

of all HS
students
reported being
INnvolved In sex
trading

% Reported Sex Trading [ % Did NOT Report Sex Trading

Race/Ethinicity

Gender ldentity & Sexual Orientation

40
20
— | B
White, Middle African Hispanic or Native
East, or American Latino American, 0
North Africa Asian, or Heterosexual, Heterosexual, LGBTQ+
multi-racial cisgender male cisgender female
Behavioral Health Economic (in)stability
40
20

Feeling
disconnected
from school

Feeling
sad/hopeless
for last 12mo.

High levels of
anxiety

Substance 0 I
abuse Ever homeless Ever been Ever worked to
with family homeless oneself support family



Dating & Sexual Health Behavioral Concerns

50 50
zs n
0 — 04
Current Close friends Skip/cut class Received 3+
- -_ member of a current inthe past 30 out-of-school
0 gang members of a days suspension in
Experienced dating violence ~ Has ever been tested for an gang the past
during the past 12 mo. STI school year
Prevention Identification Intervention
e Make programing « School staff should be  Targetinterventions to
LCBTQ+ friendly prepared to assess enhance school

connections and
address students who
are experiencing
behavioral concerns
Provide inclusive teen

and inclusive
Use imagery and
language that in
inclusive for all
types of sex

students for sex trading
and sex trafficking risk
Economically unstable
youth may be especially
important to screen for

trafficking

e Not just male
pimp/trafficker
and female victim

sex trafficking risk

Tailored assessments
should focus on students
who experience behavioral
and sexual concerns

dating and sexual
health programs that
address sex trading risk
for the student and
their friends.

Limitations

* Probable under reporting
¢ Self-reported data with
stigmatized topics
e Surveys taken in school- under
capturing of truant/homeless
students
e Retained sample
e Students who did not answer the
DV were not included
e Significant differences among race
and economic stability
e Caution should be taken when
generalizing this data to the rest of
the region or whole country

Study conducted by Dr. Lara Gerassi

Moving Forward

Use a scale to understand all of
the different types of sex
trafficking risks that youth are
experiencing.
Continue exploring the economic
profile of youth who trade sex.
Conduct longitudinal research to
see causality and associations
between risk factors presented.
e Look at what factors came first
and lead to other risk factors
Repeat this research with other
geographic areas and younger
age groups.
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